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Dog ptaiſe ? marvellous things did he in the {ight 
a of our Fathers, and chis generation bath alſo 
SY ſeen his wonderfull Works to the Children 
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A: * bliog blocks are laid inthe way of the Lords People. -"Itedotly alls. : _— 
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W-eadily received and * SA WM and fo hardly removed; and? 

þ » I's DB. Motos vr , - = FLAY: j 6-4 Sy ; 


fs. 3 
- 
A Lf " » f 
4 h P. ? & 
ue” - T nege Wh - 
. 4 n i 4 "4 
ea ere YR hi 6k 6 CAO ets rs - - x AP p2 
- - 


wm 


Ly - 
+ 


Cd 
® 
+, i 
» - ps « n __ 
. " : - : + 7 > Ee - dof 
- k. 7 =» Kg! 2 *I42 » =, 4 
">. » 7 » . 2 CT x 4 >." "3 'F - 
w bo $.X* 3 ood 4 _ 
ww 


+.” 
Lv, 


—_ 
- Pace 
[> 

+ ww 

=_—L 


hat many-are fo far from the meekneſſe-and. gentlenoſſe. of .Jelus: 
Chtiſt, asalienation of mind and affeRions bath in*Whprexg: meaſure 

' Lotten place; whereby it commeth co paſſe that clear and. evident 
Truths concernifig the Lords &fftrovErſie with the Land are nor re- 
ceivedin ſimplicity of heart, but are by ” - ay aſide as vaworthy 

. to be taken into conſideration z,Tt is'our tiearrs defire-that we may: 

. obtain mercy of the Lord, fo-to ſpeak ynto, and{walk with our 
Brethten as may be- unto edification, and thee ay" do nothing 
which niageither heighten or continue Diffei -ih- this Churet, 
but every awful way itudie.to remove them, Weliayein'that mex- 
fure of finceritie which the Lord hath beſtowed on usendeavoured ro- 
approve our ſelves hefore him, in ſpeaking our Judgement ev'others- 
with whom we haveto do. And in the fear of Gad we areconſtrais 
ned inthe bowels of love and.compaſlion to ſpeak our thotights all 

- unto you, that ſo faras inuslyerh , 'we may in-the Loh J 


et further endeavour.to prevent his departure fr 
that ſia and tranfgrefſion may be acknow 


C it; were -his- 
name. Principles; and 
g8&.0n the Lords, Work"Ss -herttofore }- 
How graciouſly did the £olrelhtenzn-e the purging forth of cor- 
rupt men in the Miniſtery ln fol@places of the Land}: and plentsfally 
ble che Labours: of theſe. thi 
. poured yrater-uporthim 
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eyes, and bleeding hearts? How are the mountainsf Zzoz laid waſlt- | 


how do che Foxes ſpoitthe tender Grapes ? and How is the Lords 
Vineyard become like unto the Vineyard of the ſluggard, through 
the negligence of unworthy Labourers, ſcandaloks and inſufficient 
Miniſters and Elders who ought to have been long ſince caft* forth > 
How are the Sheep ſcattered and expoſed to Wolves by Idol. Shep- 
heards, which feed themſelves and not their flocks, and have ſeen 
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the work of purging the Lords Houſe is obſtru&ed, but that too man, 4; 


ny Miniſters inthe Land repent of what hath been- formerly done 
therein, and condemn it as fin, which befor&was avowed and high - 
ly commended-as a mo neceſſarie dutie, how great reaſon have we 
to trembleat the words of the Propher Ezekiel, , She hath wearied 
her ſe\f-with lies, and her great ſcum weat not forth out of her; her 
ſcam ſhall be in the fice , in chy filthineſſe is. lewdneſſe , becauſe L 
have purged thee and thou waſt not purged, thou ſhalt not be purg-- 
ed from thy filchineſſe anymore, till-Thave caufed my fury to relt: 
,,upon thee-:* Ithe Ford have ſpoken it, 'ic ſhall come to paſſe; and F 


- will do ity Iwvillnot goe back; neicher-will I ſpare; neicher will I re- 


pen, according to'thy wiyes, and according ro thy doings ſhall they 


' Judge thee, fairtythe Eord God: 


In O&ober 1651, after ſeeking the Lords Exce and humbling our 


- ſelves before him;we did'agree upon ſome courſes of the Lords dread- 


_ ,,waysbut have been partiallin the Law) we did therefore atthe fame: | 
time condefceend upon ſome of the ſins of che Miniſtry, inboth which, : -. 
 weare (o far from pleading our owninnoceney; that we do unfaincd-:; 
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full wrath which hath gone forth-againſt the Land, and becauſe of 
the groſſe corruptionand iniquitie abounding'among Miniſters (In, 
reference to whicli we fear that ſad charge. of the Prophet Malachs 
may be applyed; ,,But ye are depattedut of the way, ye have cauſed- 
many to ſtumble at che Law, ye have corrupted che Covenant: of Le--. 
vefaith the Lord of Hoſts, therefore have. I alſo made you baſe and- 
,,contemptible before all che-people,according as ye have notkept ny” 


deſire co acknowledge Gur acceflion to; be* very grear, and-to be; 


| leeply humbled for the ſame before God.. . And we do-caragilyine:* + . | 
- -dreat in the Lord Jefiis Chriſt who 6ame.into.che World, 26-fave linen?” © þ 
;aers; that.you-would feriouſly:ponder the things thate therein; ”. — 
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vain and fooliſh thifgs, and have not diſcovered their iniquifte ro- , 4 
urn away theit captivity-2 neirher have-we it-only to lament} chat 
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* * preſented, without taking prejudice againft them, becaule they come 
$rom us, If the Lord ſhall be graciouſly pleafed to put it into your: 
hearts, with fervent Prayer and deep Humiliation, to conſider the- 
Covenants and Engagement (which you andall of us have ſworn. to, 
the moſt High wich uplifted hands) and to peruſe and ponder the: 
many faithfull Warnings and Declarations of this Kirk in former 
times, anent the preſent Differences, and to call to minde the tenta- 
tions which you met with, the ſnares which were laid-in your way, 
the {traits which you were driven-into, and all the motives and ins. 
dncements which ingaged you in that way:you are now upon, and to 
look upon the ſad Judgements which have come upon the Land fince 
the firlt declining from the former way, we are hopefull that the Lord 
ſhall diſcover unto you the ſinfulneſſe of that Treaty in Ho/l/axd, and 
of the Publick Reſolutions following thereupon, in particular , how 
greatly his Holy Name was abuſed in proſtituting the Ordinance of 
publick Repentance to'the luſts and defignes of corrupt men, by re- 
ceiving the-Malignant Party to-the fellowſhip of all Church Ordi- 
nances, to make way for entruſting them as Captains and Rulers 0+ 
ver the Lords People and his Intereſts, while they were-notoriouſly 
walking in their accuſtomed prophaneneſle and :enimity to-the Work 
of the Lord and to his People, and had not -given-evidences of Re- 
pentance.,; and who, as was then often foretold, have now again by 
their wicked deeds proclaimed to the World their Hypocrifie and dif- 
ſimulation; we would much rather defire to hear that your ſelves did 
ſearch, chen that we ſhould need to put you in minde what finfull 
courſes were taken to promote and eſtabliſh theſe Reſolutions, and 
what Cenſures have been impoſed upon Miniſters, and Acts made a- 
gainſt Profeſſors for giving Teſtimony againſt the ſame ; How gract= 
ous and well qualifed Elders are removed and keeped out from 
Church Judicatories, and ignorant and prophane-perſons brought in 
and moc endeavoured to be brought intotheir rowm:; How gifted 
and gracious young Men are debarred from entring into the Miniſtry, 
and a door is opened toothers, whereof fome are looſe and-profane, 
and many are ignorant and ſtrangerstothe Work of the Lord upon 
their own hearts: And here we cannot forget to deſire you ſeriouſly 
- te confider, how unwarrantably you did proceed in that Meeting at 
Forfarn eAnguſt 1651. inthe midit of fo many warnings and fad 
Erſpenſarions from the Lord, gyen to that theight and - gay 5 - 
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ſpirit as to pronbance the heavy Curſe of God againſt all thefe 4 


did withdraw their counfells from your Judicatories, and to ordain' 
the fame tobe Read in every Congregation publickly on the Lords: . 


Day, and to ſpread Declarations at home, and fend Printed Informa« 
tions abroad into:England, grievouſly. traduceing your Brethren as 
Separatiſts, as Enemiesto the Work of Reformation, and promoters: 
of their defignes who Invaded this Land,with many other reproaches 
of the likekind : Notwithſtanding you have had long experience 07 
rheir faithfulneffe in the Lords Work.. Oh that yoa would kay theſe 
thingsto heart, and remember how greatly-the Lord was thereby 
provocked, and his wrath increaſed, how ye have tnade the hearr 
of the righteous ſad whom the Lord hath not made ſad, and 
ſirengthned the hands-of. the. wicked , that he ſhould not return 


— 


. hy gue 
MS 6.7 oy 


Ya I 


v 


from his wicked way, and how the Work. of. Reformation-' 


hath not only been interrupted thereby, bur dangerouſly ſhaken, and 


a foundation-laid for conjunion with all Patties wharſoever both | 


at home and abroad, which hath been the cauſe and fountain of 
theſe ſad rents and diviſiens-that- are among the Lords. precious 
People.: | But of allrhings it is moſt grievons to us, that after all the 
evills and m;:ſeries which the-Lortl hath bronght-upon this poor Land, . 
you ſhould yer continne to juſtifie and maintain thefe things , and fo 
temcionſh/adhere vhto them , which you would: well examine from 
what principle the ſame doth flow. We know: that iris commonly 
faid, that a ſatisfaQory anſwer was returned to the Propoſitions de- 


fvered in by us: co the late-meetingat-Euinburgh ,in 7wly lalt, bur 
k is only'a ſeemingatifaRtion in ſome things by reaſon of the hidden 


way of expreſſion that is uſed in that anſwer, for the matter is ſo con- 


veyed inwords, asthe two hte Afemblies and their Aft ( which 
comprehended all. che: rhings inqueſtion betwixt us) are included in- 
your ſpecious-conceſfion ; . and fo in-effet, what 'ſeemeth to be 


amed- there, is wholly overturned ; to other things, no an- 


wer's returned, and , for theſe'thingswhich are laid down in that? | 


anſwer as uncontraverted betwixt us, we do not hear nor can we learns 


that my are begun to be pradtifed by any of your number., * thoughy 


 irbeinr 


e power of their hands ut the grear benſill of-rlie. zeal of 


' moſt part is turned againſt 'tis.: We may further ſay, that wayes- of 


Peace and healing were [0 little ſtudied by the moſt part at thar-meets 


ms in/x/y laft, as we fearthe comrary was $60 much endeavouredgs.* 
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for not only Synods and Pcesbyteries were wirranted: and enconrage-? 
<d to proceed againſt Miniſters, Elders, and ExpeQants, according ts; | 
the Ads made at Dundee, (which for the ſubſtance wererenewed}. * 
but alſo Letters were written and Publiſhed in Print direRted tothe. 
Noblemen and Gentlemen of the Land whereby the Malignant Part 
was ſtirred up to exerciſe all the Power they had againſt us\, whic 
in ſome places they have not been ſlack to put in execution. We are- 
much unſatisfie1 chat advantages are ſought and taken apainſt usin a 
very ungaining way ( to ſay no worſe )) not.only to light, miſcon- 
{true, and reje& all our indeavours for healing the breach that is 
amongſt us ; but likewiſe, in your Letters to Presbyzeries, and other © 
Papers you do miſrepreſent our proceedings. Beſide diverſe other 
ſtrange expreſſions in your late Letter, of the date the 25. Febr. laſt 
{ wherein we hope you will not upon ſerious examination allow your 
ſelves ) we do not alittle wonder why it ſhould be ſaid that the cons 
ferehce for reconciliation and Union was altogether ſlighted and de-. 
ſerted by us, when ſowe of our number had carefully attended a= 
bout three weeks for promotting the ſame, and were not at all 
adviſed with, nor ſo much as daigned with any Anſwer at all, untill 
after you had diſſolved your meeting; and when the Anſwer was 
given, it was in effea refuſall of all our previous deſires , without 
ſatisfaction to which , you very well knew there could be no profite 
in conference: - We are alſo greatly ſkumbled at the Faſts and Humis 
liations which you do appoint from time to time, the Cauſes are 
senerall, and ambiguous expreſſions are uſed, which no doubt is 
a fin before the Lord; if .inany caſe ſurely inthe confeſſion .of fa 
and tranſgrefſion, and humiliation for the fame , we ought to ſtudie 
to beclear, plain, and diſtin, and to avoid ambiguitie, neither fear- 
ing.the power of men -upoa the ane hand, nor defiring to pleaſe 
the multitude upon the other, eſpecially after ſo.much wrath from 
the Lorp upon the Land : We know, and deſire to acknowledg: 
|», \that there was alwayes ſo 'much ſinand iniquity abounding int] 
> Fand as might have juſtly provocked the LoRD to anger and in- 
=. *dignation, but in the Logos ordinary way of dealing with. his 
*- People, we do finde that there have uſually been ſome public ſinnes 
= 4nd-breaches of Covenant preceeding ſach ſad judgements which 
| _ broughtrheicorher ſins ro remembrance ; you would not look uport 
* 5.amith a light eye, that ſo maoy of the Godly inthe Layd canuat 
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= awrayvith, nor joyn.in your Faſtings and Humiliations ,. and chat aſk, ' 
- the wicked and grofly profain in the Land (who have alwayes hated 
' wnddo ſtill hate the ordinances of God in their power and purity } 


with ſuch 2 Furious carnall zeal, defend and maintain your Humi- 
ations, -and carefully attend ſuch diers and opportunities with de- 
light and approbation, and yet do ſlight other occaſions (even with 
vour ſelves) for worſhipping the Lord. We take no pleaſure to men- 
tion thoſe things, they are matcer of lamentation unto us before the 
Lord : neither is it our purpoſe to render you odious, and, if our du- 
ty.co God and nnto you did not conſtrain us, we would 'much ra- 
ther chooſe to be akogether ſilent in ſuchan evill cime. Ir is from 
the love we bear in our hearts toward you, and the earneſt deſire 
we have to recover you from the 'ſnares.into' which you have faller, 
and that ye may, through the Lords bleſting upon you, become in- 
ſtrumentall for the good of Z707, ih the day of her calamity and di- 
Rreſſe : We do therefore exhort you, by the Lord Jeſus, to weigh 
theſe things inthe Ballance of the SanAuary,and to take with Toveta 
and guilt therein before the Lord, and to forſake that way of the 
Publike Reſolutions, as that which is greatly diſpleaſing to him, and 


ro joine cordially wich your Brethren in the former way we have - 


been ypon, for carrying on the Work of Reformation which was ac- 
.ceptable in the [Lords ſight, and ſignally bleſſed in our hands from 
heaven: let it be far from you to put a hard conſtruction upon our 
intentions herein, or upon any of our words or expreflions which 
may ſeem harſh ; if we could have made choiſe of ſmoother words in 
fuch a purpoſe, we would willinsly have made uſe of them, We 
hope likewiſe that you will not offend at the freedome and plainnefſe 
which we have uſed with you, as being our Brethren, it is a great 
ſinin the Lords fight to make a manan offender-for a word,-and 
tolaya ſtare for him that reproveth in the gate ; But: how excellent 
are the words ofthe ſweet P/al/miſft of Iſrael ! Let the righteous 
ſmite me, it ſhall be a kindneſſe : and let him reprove me, it ſhall 
Bt an excellent ot which fhall not break my head, If we wauld regs 


our hearts and turn unto the Lord our God, he is gracious and mer - 
cifull, flow to anger and of great kindneſſe, and repenteth of che 


evill, who knoweth but he will repent and leave a bleſſings behinde 


- "him, and ſhall yet again chooſe Jer»ſalcm, and dwell in the midſt 
of us:2' Surely -he would rent the heavens and come down, that tlie 
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mountains: might flow. down at his preſence, and make his Name- - 
known to his adverſaries, and ſhould fay unto us, Fear not, OLand, 
be glad and rejoice, for the Lord will doe great things. -Now he. 
whom God hath exalted with his 'right hand, to be a Prince and 4 
Saviour, for to give repentance unto //74el and forgiveneſſe of fins; 
fill you with the knowledge of his will in all wifedome; and ſpirity-- 
all underſtanding : and the God of peace, that brought again from 
the dead our Lord Jeſus, that great Shepherd of the Sheep, through- 
the blood of the everlaſting Covenant, make you perfe&in every 
200d work to do his will, working in you. (andin us and inall his-. 
people ) that. which is well pleaſing in his ſight, through Js $us_ 
CHxk1sT-: to whom be glory for ever, eAmen. 4 


Subſcribed in the name, and at the 
Fe deſire you tocommunie deſire of many Miniſters, El-. 
cate this to the Brethres . ders and Profeſſors of the Goſpel, 
that are of your judge-  . met at Edinburgh the 17, of 
ment in theſe Differences. Match, 165 3. ; 
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The Agzszxrexs Anſwer. 


Right Reverend, | | 
Ne &E received a Letter ſubſcrived by You in the 
A Name and at the deſire of many Miniſters, 

Elders, and Profeſſors met at Edinburgh, 
=A which all along charges us, and thoſe of our 
=> Judgement , with the guilt of "many Land» 
WH deſtroying ins, and with obſtinacy in them. 
This doth neceflitate us, in order to our clea- 
& ring unto thoſe 'among whom that your Let- 
teris ſpread, asallo, leait you take our ſilence 
for an evidence of our conviction , to give you this enſuing anſwer. 
We are very conhdent that.ye who plead for ſo much charity at our 


Y hands, while ye are loading-us with ſuch 4 weight of unjuſt and 


odious imputations, wall take it well fronrus 5 while we go about to 
<lear our ſelves , and by force of Reaſons to wipe off our Perſons 
and Miniſtry that contempt and diſgrace, which the matter of your 
Letter and your other Papers hath wrongouſly caſt upon us. We 
could gladly have choſen to be as deaf men who hear not , and' as 
dumb men who open not their mouth., if we alone and what con- 
cerneth us only did herein ſuffer; But for Zions ſake we dar-not hold 
our peace. Therefpe& we owe to our Morher Church, and to” 
the hitherto untainted reputation of matiy Faithfull men'; Minifters, 
-Elders and others, all imbarked with 'us in-the defence of one con- 
mon Truth, forceth'us to ſpeak. Far be it from. youto put 'an-hard 
conſtruction upon us, or upon any of our words and expreſſions , 


.*While we are giving a reaſon of our Faith and praRice witt' meek= 
-nefſe and-fear, eſpecially, being conſtrained to it by your ſelves. 


We acknowledge with you the former mercies of God unto this 


-Church, together with the aſtoniſhing terror of his preſent judge- 


ments: How good and how pleaſant was it when Brethren Uwelt to- 
gether in Unity ? it was like precious ointment , the dew of Hermon, 
> B23 £5 * 5 9:1 he 
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then the Lord commanded the bleſſing ; Our Church then looked 
forth as the Morning, fair as the Moon, clear as the Sun, and terrible 
as an Armie with Banners; How excellent were the fruits of Church 
government when inferiour Judicatories and perſons of all ranks, 
Miniſters and others did move. each in their own place, 
in their due ſubordination preſcribed unto them by the Lord- 
Chriſt > When publi& warnings concerning dangers and duties did- 
come from the \Wateh-tower of Supream Judicatories, and from 
thence as from Aarozs head , did run down by his- beard to the nt- 
termoſt skirts of his garments, were we not then for a name of praiſe 
amongſt the Churches abroad , and the rod.of Diſcipline in our hand, 
a terror to every thing which exalted it ſelf againſt cruth and pietie 
at home ? Then did the work of. Reformation come on apace , un- 
till the head-ſtone: was ready to be put. upon it, with ſhoutings 
crying Grace, Grace.unto it ; The Vine brought out of Fgypr plan- 
ted among(t us did fill the land, the hills were covered witlr the - 
ſhadow of it, and the.boughs thereof were like the goodly Cedars, . 
She ſent forth her boughs unto the fea, and her branches unto the- 
river. . But now alas | the caſe is altered , we-are as members dif- 


jointed , as an Army.routed', the Authority of Cur+$Ts Courts 
weakened, and all this is the more terribte, that our own hand hath 
been in the tranſgrefſion , our hedges are-broken down; ſo- that all 
they that paſſe by do robe and ſpoile ; the Boar out of the wood 
:doth waſte, and the wilde beaſt out of the Forreſt doth devour, the 
Foxes and little Foxes do ſpoile the Vines with tender grapes, and 
there is none to take hold of them. 
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. which thoſe of your judgement do uſually charge us with. But for 
your ſelves, ye profeſſe it is your hearts deſire ſo to walk with your 
Brethren as may be unto editication, and that ye may do nothing 

, which may heighten the difference; Thus: all choſe forenamed e- 

- vills muſt be faſtened upon us : To all which we return this Anſwer. 

4 | 2, As weconceive, ye neither will, nor yet can poſitively clear your 
ſelves from having your own ſhare in thoſe things as well as others, 

| Surely ye do not really chink that there is no groundlefle prejudices 
nor needleſle ;jealouſies received-and entertained by thoſe of your 

| Judgement, nor no.place given to alienation of- mind and affegion; 
and if fo, we wonder much why then do ye fo regrate theſe evills, as 
it is evident ye would faſten them wholly upon us : How is it, that 

BB yewhopreſſeſo-much taking with guilt upon others, do not freely 

' & ownyourownſhare in this common and uncontroverted guiltineſſe ? 

2. Wedo not purge tlioſe of our Judgement, bur as uſually falls out 

in Church diviſions, fo it is poſſible, . way is: givers by. many: to pres 

F judices and jealouſies ; but we are ſorry we have reaſon. to ſay, your 

3* waydoth free them from the imputation of being altogether grounds 

= lefſe. Wecan hardly conceive, but if ye ſeriouſly conlider, ye your 

h felves will judge, that there is great ground of jealouſie given to theſe 

of our Judgement from ſeveraltthings in your carriage : As namely, 
for your crying out.{o much againſt that which we--conceive to have 
been our dury, as the main Cauſe of-Gods Judgement,. and King» 
dome-ruining ſin; from your afferting in Ptint-to the World that we 
are, for the ſame very thing; men ſcandalous; and unworthy to-lit! in 
a General Aſſemblie: If ye ſpeak: this :much, when for number ye 
are comparatively ſo few and deſtitute of all power, what: can be .ex- 
peed your Pfinciples will lead-you unto if once ye had that fulneſſe 
of power which ye aimne at? 3. How groundleſle fo ever Ohr .jea- 
lovfies be, we mult crave leave to clear our ſelves of that unchriſtian 
effet which ye have expreſly affirmed to have followed .ypon-them. 
The ſearcher of hearts knows, no groundlefſe prejudices,- nor alie- 
nation of mind and affeRtions, hath fo- prevailed with us- as to rejet 
clear and evident Truths-concerning the Lords Controverſie with the - 
Land, as unworthy to be taken-notice of, - We-defire to- believe - 

. *that the fear aid dread of che Almighty ſhall never ſo far forſake vs, . 
'Bur 4. what ye mean by theſe clear and evident truths concerning the 
Lords controverlie,and rejected by us, we cannot. well conjequre; 
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"We can hardly think that ye mean the poynts of controverſie under 
debate betwixt you and us; ye know what ye hold in thoſe are nor 

clear and evident truths unto us, and we believe unto none of the 

Forraign Churches: We deſire to know if ever ſuch Tenets were 

vented for Truths in any part of the Chriſtian World, as that it is not 

lawfull, for the lawfull Magiſtrate to imploy the Body of his Sub- 

jeds for the Lands defence againſt an unjuſt Invaſion; or that we may 

not be concurring, according to our Place, unto the inveſting-of any, 

with the power of Magiſtracie, what ever othetwiſe be his right une 

to it, untill he give convincing fignes of a reall change; - or that it is 

unlawfull to join in Camp fellowſhip with theſe whom we may have 

even the neareſt Church fellowſhip wich : Such and many ſuch like 

areno clear and evident Truchs unto ns, But if ye mean other 

Truths concerning the common and uncontroverted guiltineſſe of all 

ranks of Perſons within the Land, ſuch as Contempt of the Goſpel, 

Pride, Oppreſitzon, Uucleannefle, Deſpiſing of Ordinances , Self- 
ſeeking under publick pretences, - ye know we do receive ſich Truths, 

and ſtirre up the Land to mourn for them, though we know many 

who looks on thoſe, as fins not to be taken notice of ina Publick Faſt, 


except thoſe.other things under debate, and of leſſer moment , what 
.evertruth be in them, be acknowledged alſo. | 


” 


' Ye Profeſle your ſcope in Writing unto us, is that ſin and tranſgreſ- 

. fiommay beacknowledged by us; ye rieeded not have excuſed yout 

attempring of this towards us, by your doing the like unto others, 

We are glad indeed how freely-ye do acquit your ſelves according to 

your Vocation-unto all men, and are confident when what ye have 
done unto othefs of this kind, ſhall be made as publick as this to us 

'-; Hath beena longtime ſince, it will ſpeak for it ſelf : But what ever 

- yehave done or not done unto others, your Writing unto us had 

| whe molt acceptable, if fo it had raught us what we know not; your 


ſmiring of us ſhould have been a kindneffe. | 19's. 

-* For attaining the end by you Propoſed, ye conceive it a good and 

: ready way to look'back where we were when theſe differences began, 
, particularly yemention our bypaſt work of purging corrupt men from 
*the Miniſtery, and the profitable fruits thereof, together with the 
fad effes hath followed upon the:interuption of it , by the abound- 

. - Ingbf ſcandalous Miniſters and Elders, which ye lament fo. much the 
-more; -as that what hath beenalready done of this kind is:condemned 
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by many. Inanfiver to which we wiſh indeed we may all look back 
"where we were when theſe differences began. Our Generall Ailem - 
blies were then terrible as ane Armie with Banners, inferiour Judt- 
catories and Perſons of all ranks walking in their due ſubordination 
unto thoſe, whereby'the weeds and ſtones of all ſorts were gathered 
out of the'Lords Vineyard , - which now almoſt every where abound. 
2. We grant, that the Houſe of God ought to be purged , and that 
not only from men of ſcandalous lives, bur alſo of dangerous and er- 
roneous principles; but we are ſorry that ye labour fo much to faſten 
npon irs the hindering of this ſo good a Work , ye know the weak- 
ning of our Authority makes purging Work for the time but very 
litele uſefull ; Men are now taught, and ye know by whoſe example, . 
to ſubmit no further to Church Cenſures nor what feemeth good un- 
to themſelves. Our purging work muſt have Union going before ir, 
orelſe ic is to little purpoſe , ſo that theſe who have begun and con- 
finued our wofull Rent moſt, are greateſt retarders'of this neceſſa- 
Ty work,and ſo deepelt in that guilt, which you-ſo much at all occaſi- 
ons do _ upon us. 3. We know not who thoſe are who repents: 
of the bypalt work of purging, poſſibely ſome conceive an inconve- 
nience and danger to continue in the ſame way whercin it was for= 
merly uſed, but for what weknow , / there is none of our-judgement 
againlt the thing it ſelf. Ir may prove hazardous indeed to give unto- 
a Lyprum of ſome few men ( moſt of them being very young inex- 
perienced and unacquainted with our Diſcipline ) a conſtant power” 
Tenued from time to time to fit down upon whole Synods and Presby+ 
'reries, and caſt ont and hold in whom they pleaſe, eſpecially at this»: 
'time when through our wofull Rent there is ſo much mutuall-1rrita- 
tion of ſpitit, and as your ſelves'grant ſo many groundleſſe preju- 
dices, and reedleſſe jealtouſies,togerher with'ſo much alienation of af» 
feaions. Weare very confident it ſhall not be made appear , that 
. Exekgel chreatneth the negleing of purging only: by ſich a meane 
IS this, ſo, with allreſpe&to your \Wiſdome and parts, ye might, .as | 
*weconcetve, have omitted the citation of that place asto this purpoſe. - 
AS for your two Papers mentioned in- yours , as containing the 
' cauſes of Gops dreadfull wrath, and the {ins-of the Miniſtry,whichr 
"ye recommend -unto-us, we' have -not, as yet, ſo: acurately peruied 
\ them, but from the generall view we have taken:;,. we-finde what is-. 
: the'greatwork of theſe bqoks., co wir, to convince us of the finful- 
| | neſſe> 
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ineſſe of. the Treaty , publitt Reſolutions'e&#c; - And in order:to-of&3 © 
.conviction herein ye recommend to us the:peruſall of the Covenant, 2? 
Engagement, Remonſtrances , Declarations of this.Kirk ; For Ans .* 
wer, We have peruſed many of them all, and-moſt of all, the 
'Word of Truth { the peruſall whereof, why it is not recommended 
by you, at leaſt amons the relt, we wonder much-) But. we cannat - 
finde from all or any of theſe that ſinfulneſſe in theſe things which 
| Fe charge'them with. We findethe Treaty with the King approven 
by Covenant, Remonſtrances, Declarations, ſo that if ye had cited _ 
but one paſſage of any of theſe ſeemingly againſt it , .we 
ſhould have cited ten really for it. We finde the publict Reſolutions 
alſo approvemby theſe-: tro wit, The Commiſſions Anſwer to the 
Quzries proponed to them by the Committee of Eſtates ; Yome of 
which Anſwers in theſe, is. 1. It is lawfull for a Magiſtrate to imploy 
_the body of his Subjeas for the Landsdefence, eſpecially providing . 
none of them be put to ſuch Truſt as may be prejudiciall ro the work 
.of Gop , whichye know was expreſly provided for in the Commil- 
fions Anſwer, 2. That a Parliament may take off civill mulas, at- 
| ter or ſhorten dyets for admitting unto, or debarring from Truſt , 
F{ -, . providing they aQually imploy none but theſe .whs are of known 
+ good gfeftion to: the Cauſe of Gop. Theſe are.the publick Re- 
Fs ſolutions ſo much cryed out againſt , and .theſe wee darre not 
.condemne , except vvee vvould depart: from the Word of Truth, 
' We findE alſo what the Commiſſion did in receiving of Malig- 
nants to give. Eccleſiaſtick ſignes of Repentance, to be ' juſt 
4 &d by the Ads ' of preceeding Aſſemblies , eſpecially the. - Aſ- 
© ſemblie 1649. where many of your judgement did fit as Members. 
— Wefinde that Aſſembly did injoin the Commiſſion to proceſle theſe 
. -- Who Wete upon the unlzwfall Engagement, . even to Excommunicgti- | 
"ofyif they did nor offer ſignes of Repentance : We find the Commiſ- 
= ſion 1650. walking by the ſame. ſteps, in their receiving of them to 
| * the Communionof the Charch,which the ſame Aſſembly inthe fame * 
©-% " placegoth preſcribe, and if they failed in one circumſtance, why do 
#'ag = "ye nog make itknown, So that while ye ſay that they were notori- 
Ff - V& oufly walking in their accuſtomed propharenefle and enimity unto 
 - the Workof God, even when the Commiſſion did receive them, -.is/ 
" more they can bemade-good ; we mean, that they were ſo wilkes. 
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notoriouſly unto the Judicatory who received them, and ye know 


- 'Charch Judicatories are to- judge only according unto what is made 
'notour unto them. If ye ſay their walking ſo was notour unto others, 


. "thenwe ask why did nor chofe othersfollow Chriſts rule with them ? 


"Was there any of the whole bulk, whom any of you did admoniſh, 


. and for their pertinacy delated them unto the Church , as the Word 


-of God and the Generall Affembly did excite all ro do. This ye know 
-ought to have|been firſt done, before ye had thus charged Cyr1sTs 
Court with proftiteting the Ocdinances of Repentance unto the luſts 
of corrupt men. | 
Thar ſeverall of theſe, whom 'the Commiſſion did then receive, 
have ſince proclaimed their diflimulation, refle&eth norhing upon 
us, no more then the carriage of diverſe of your Judgment, who 
have tread in the fame ſteps with-them of late, doth refle& upon you. 


+ Beſides this, we may ſay that the greater part of thoſe, at whoſe re- 


ceiving ye profeſſed your ſelves moſt ſtumbled, have given as great 
'a proof of their ſincerity, by their after aRtings and ſuferings for the 
"Covenant and Cauſe, as any others have done fince that time. 

* Ye proceed and wiſh-our ſelves may ſearch what finfull courſes 


"Have beentaken to promove theſe Publike Reſolutions : but leaſt we 


'ſhouſd not fearch, or bappily, after ſearching, not find,” ye pur us in 
-mind of feverall particulars, rowhich we give this return :; . 

T7. Ifany Cenſures have been impoſed upon Miniſters, *withouta 
 preceeding Ac and pradtifſe of our Kirk in ſuch like cafes, then let the 
'Impoſers bear the blame. ata”? 

2. For any particular As made by the Aﬀembly at Dundee 48ainft 


' Profeſſors, for their oppoſition to the As thereof, they not being 


particularly inftanced, we cannot ſpeak particularly ro them 5 Bur 
"compare who will, we are very confident the moſt rigorots Ads 


—- 


' that Aſſembly will be juſtified by the many praQiiſes of former Alletn- 
' blies in the like caſes. _ - pane ay 


3. Thar ignorant, profane Elders are brought ifrupon Church 


' Judicatories; is beyond our knowledge, -neither dowe juſtific any 
_ who ſo doth, if any ſych be ; But ſure we are, doit who will, they 
- have no warrand for, nor encourigement to it from any of the late Af- 

.- femblies: the latter whereofexpreſly Ocdaineth that none ſhalkbe 

"admitted to that Office, but ſuch as ſhall be well reported of, trial 


E 8 ;.Allo beiog firſt taken of their abilities, 


C 4. Ye 
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(18) 
- 4. Yementionthat gracious and well qualified Elders are-remo«. 
ved and kept out from-Church Judic2tories, and gifted and pracious- 
men debarred from entring the Miniſtery, and a door opened to- 
others, looſe and profane, &c, We know the ground of your chal- 
lenge is the AR ofthe late Aſſembly, about Ruling Elders and Ex- 
/pectants: concerning which we anſwer, 1, That thoſe who are for 
"the Aſſembly have been fo far from the rigide executing of that AR, 
that in any Synods and Presbyteries, chiefly where theſe-of our 
judgement have power , where there hath been one Elder adhering 
to the Proteſtation removed from Church Judicatories, there hath 
been tweantie of theſe who are for the Allembly , and that for no- 
reafon we have heard of ( few or none being legally proceſſed ) ex- 
'ceptFfor their judgement in the-preſent.controverſie ; And the ground: 
.why we thus ſpeaks this,the ſame Elders-have ſitten in our Seſſions 
-thir many years bypalt without any endeavour to have.them changed 
during thir wofull differences ;. And for Expecantrs, where one of 
our judgement hath centred the Miniſtrie-, we mean in any place- 
where we have-power, a door hath been opened to three of yours.. 
*We ſhall nor in{iſt here to complain, though there be more nor rea- 
*ſon;, that by the uawearied aQtivity.of ſome ,_ the credit and repy- 
[ration of diverſe- gracious. young men is much blaſted , and their. 
n:mes tradueed, ſo that many other wayes, willing, gracious and able, 
'are greatly diſcouraged from aiming at the Miniltrie-, ſeeing nothing- 
as the times now are, but certain ruine and diſgrace,,_if over the bel-- 
ly of their light they do not profeſſe an alteration of their judgement, 
2. *As tothe Actitſelf, wwehave this. to ſay for it:, it is not the firſt 
-which hath been made of that kind , ye know what Acts were made 
againſt Miniſters:, - Expetants and Elders, who did not acknowledge 
-the Aſſemblyat G/a/gow; And however, the not acknowledging 
- of that Aſſembly was a thing ſinfull,, yet none will callit. ſuch a ſin, 
bur gracious men through error, tentations, or preingagements might. - 
"have fallenin it ; Will ye-therefore call theſe Ads a debarring of gra- 
cious Elders.and ExpeRants from the Miniſtrie:, we-conceive ye- 
will not. - x 

. =. * 5. Asto the bulineſſe of Forfar ; When the Invadershad oyerrun 
A=2nd:poſſeſt both fides of Forth , the beſt part of this Land , and' were 
|yjow reatly to paſſe Tay, Iye down before Dxnace, and overrun- 
.- th Shires be North Tay , the People.then being exceedingly qo 
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raged wich fear, and divided in faQions; The Commiſſion not ont of 
"Nighr'and animoſity of Spirit ( whereof they are uncharitably challen- 
ped) but out of the ſenſe of danger and conſcience of the Truſt com- 


mitre&ro-them , conceived it their neceſſary duty at ſuch atime-, to 
incite the People there to unanimous concurrence and conjundion in 
Counſel! and Forces for the defence of the remnant of the poor King 
domie., andco layout the fearfulneſſe of the fin of withdrawing from 
theſe duties, and the judgements threatned in Gods Word againſt 
the ſame. This was not to pronounce a curſe againſt os , butts 
rouze up all unto the aQing of dury for preventing the curſe , which 
God himſelf hath denunced againſt ſuch as come not forth ro help 
the Lord againſt the Mighty, and hath been pratiſed by former Ge- 
nerall Aſſemblies and Commiſſions in-exigencies that were not ſo ex- 
treme. Sol. Warn. February 1645. pa 15. and 18. When you 
have conſidered this and informed your ſelf betterin the matter, we 
hope you will find their Warning was ſeaſonable and neceſfaryeven 
-under theſe-ſad diſpenſations ; and none in our opinion can juſt 

think other wayes , except ſuchas think that after theſe diſpenſatt= 
ons, men ſhould have willingly yeelded up themſelves , the Cauſe, 


:the Kingdom , and all their Intereſts to the Inyaders. 


6. For that you alledge of our grievous traducing and reproach- 
-ing you by our ſpreading Declarations inthis Lind ,- and Printing In» 
Formations for-Eng/and , we doubt thele Declarations and Informa» 


. tions you mean wereſpread or Printed ; Sure we ate, there were no 
calumnies nor reproaches in them againſt any Perſons , bur a faithfull 


relation of Truth in matters of fat, and aclearing of the integrity 
and lawfulneſfe of our proceedings againſt your calvmnies and afper- 
ſions ; But if ye.could have inſtanced and inſtraRted any particular in 
theſe Papers , wherein ye were fo tradaced, ir would have had the 
more weight, and untill then, indifferent men wif think you guilty 


_ For your ſo charging us of the fame fault which ye charge us with. 


Eſpecially ſeeing, 2. Its known whoſe Papers had moſt ready accefle 


to the Pceſſe then,andyer have. And Pinner Jew 5 a2voW- 


edly charge us with , to be<carriers on of a conrſe of backſlidins, and 
by doing our duty-to have drawn downthe wrath of God upon the 


_* Land, andby ourobſtinacie therein ro continue the ſame; Which 


inour eſtimation, is as unjuſt a reproach , aSif ye had been charged! 


Mith all that which ye do affieme. 4. If we intendedto recriminate,* * 
Ky: _ C32 +4. x 
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we might ſpeak much more of- propagating 'opinibns by informations 
if not miſ-informations upon your. ſide, than for any thing we.know: © 
ye can make go0d upon ours. = $232210 {ten 
7. That the Work of Reformation hath been ſhaken; a foundati< 
on laid for conjunAion with all parties, and that the preſent 'Diviſi= 
ofis have proceeded from our forementioned actings otherwayes thers 
2 from an harmeleſle occaſion, is as eaſtly.denyed by ws; -as affirmed, ' 
[Purin the next.place ye do profeſſe ic to be very grievous that wee 
do yet adhere to our former Judgemenc,and wiſh us:to examine from: 
what Principle it. doth flow ; We have obeyed your delire; and ſhalb 
here give you an account what after examination we have found to: * . 
be the Principle from whence our adhering to thefe-Truths in com." | 
troverſie betwixt you and us do flow. © God is our witneſfe,: that at: © 
cording to the meaſure of Grace received,” we have Jaboured.. > 6 . 
aſide preingagements, 'reſpe& to credit wigh-men, and'ts judge T6: - 
far as our infirmity would ſuffer of the things confidered-abſtrattly; : 
endin themſelves, and after pondering of what might be ſaid 'on bothy 
hands, were more and more confirmed, that theſe things we adhere; 
unto, are Scripture Truths, conſonant to the DoArine of our Chureh'; 
and never ſo much for ought we know, as once queſtioned-in-any 
part-of the Chriſtian World: And we do not doubt, but there-are: 
many able meninthis Church,” who will.maintain the beauty, me-:; 
ceſſity, and uſefulneſſe of theſe: Truths, againſt all the: reproaches 
they arexſperſed with. Believe us,it is from this Principle that we ad-. 
here unto thoſeſo- much contragifed and reproached Truths: ,.-.- -. : 
- Ye complain of ſeyerallthings in our'late Aﬀemblic at:Edjaburgh; - 
I; That they.did not give you a fatisfaRory .anſwer,and that decaule:; ' 
ia their ſpecions conceſſions was included the approbation of -the: 
ewo late Aſſemblies and of cheir As; To which we Anſwer,  we- 
believeye will notaffirme that the Aſſemblie did. require an-Appro» 
barionfromyou , either unto Aſſembly or As : And: will-noe_this © / 
think ye, be thought reaſonable kepfacion by indifferent -Judges; ; , - 
. that nothing was required. of you, which. did,neceſlatily. infer. the- ' 
-- - aeration. of your-Judgement. But.tt ſeemeth-no. thing will-ftisfie+ 
%.- ſome; Þ.long aswe do approve of theſe Aﬀlemblies, and do not aker* 
=, «our Judgementin.relation.to the maine things in .controverſie; And: 
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Haſte;. 2. Ye complain thae.things laid down by the Afﬀemblie as up- 
contraverted amongſt us,, are hot yer practiſed by any of our nym-- 
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-aNerted that theſe who have been AAtve for carrying on the | 
Publick Reſolutions are Men Scandalous, and fo not to be admitted 
to voice ina Generall Aſſembly; cogether with what ye hold our 
in your fyft Reaſon againſt chooſing Commiſſioners to the late Aſ- 
ſembly at Zdinburgh: That itisunlawfull to joine in an Aſſembly, 
made up for the-molt part of thoſe who atedin, and approved of 
the late Aſſembly at Dazdee; OF which ſort, are withour all con- 
croverſie the Body of Miniſters and Elders within this Church : from 
which grounds., we cannot ſee any probable way for Peace, except 
the Body of the Miniſters arid Elders do wiftingly lye by at your | 
meer delire ; ſuffering you to ere& your ſelves inan Aſſembly , and 
then to attend with patience the Authoritative reſult from your al- 
ready known principles, whereby all of us are judged men highly 
ſcandalous, guilty of foul defeRion , and Church-ruining ſins , to- 
gether with an high degree of pertinacie in them againſt, ſo many 
ceſtimonies, ſach clear and evident light, and :in the midſt of (0 
many fearfull judgements. Now let indiflerent men judge who 
requiceth moſt of others, and whoſe principles are moſt obſtruRive 
to peace. 3. That the molt part of the Generall Aſſembly did en- 
cowrage Synods and Presbyrteries , to go on with Cenſures againſt 
Miniſters and Elders , it.is hardly probable ; conſidering that not one 
Miniſter hath been hitherto ſo much as proceſſed for any thing te- 
lating to differences; andif the benſall of their zeal was fo much 
towards cenſure then; ye would ſhow what hath interveened to 
blunt the edge of their zeal ſo much ſince. 3. That ſuch an out» 
cry ſhould be made againſt the Aſſemblies Letter to Noblemen, ec, 
as bewraying unpeaceable ſpirits, we cannot imagine the Reaſon - 
ſure weare , they are known to be men very peaceable , in whoſe 
breaſts the motion of ſending ſuch a Letter did firſt bread : And for 
the matter of it, we are confident , indifferent Judges will approve 
of it as favouring much of Peace.; The ſumwhereof was to ſhew 
w hat length the Aſſembly had come towards Peace , inthe Overture 
of Peace therewith ſent, and to entreat them to deal with you to 
embrace the ſamine. And, 4. We wonder moſt by what Art ye-can 
make it appear, that the native ſcope of that Letter was to ſtir up 
the Malignant Party to exerciſe all their power, againſt yon. . Was 
the Letter dire& unto any, but unto Noblemen, Gentlemen, and 
all-pious Perſons within the Land ? Werannot conceive thoſe oof 
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che Malignant Party ye do fo much ſpeak of: Or is there the leaſt 


hint in that Letter exciting to exerciſe.any power againſt you further 


then exhortations, perſwaltons, deſires, and entreaties > What then, 
is there in that Letter which ye can-load juſtly with ſuch an.invidious 
ſenſe ? If we were going about, as the manner of ſomes , :tocharge 
you with being guilty of che Kingdomsruine, and were turning over 
all your opinions and practiſes, whereby ye differ from us into cauſes- 
of Gods wrath , ſtirring up the People of the Land to mourn for 
the ſame , denouncing you guilty of high pertinacie for your main- 
cainins of them , and prophecying the continuance and increa'e of 
wrath , untill. thoſe were acknowledged: and -taken-with : If our 
way wereſuch, ye might juſtly challenge us indeed , for tiring up: 
not only the Malignant Party. to exerciſe- their, power againſt you, 
but alſo for making your own people.abhorre.you, and truly though 
we were aiming at your ſhame: ang diſgrace:,. we copld. hardly ima- 
gine 2 more compendions way, for dringiog'of t- abqut ., but the 
uprightneſſe of the upright will-preſerve him;. - I 120 
- Liſtly, yeprofeſle your diſfatisfation with the preſent Commiſ- 
fion, and chat for ſeverall- things. Tr, For their ſlighting and mif- 
6onſtruingall your endeavours for Peace.” | 2.: For. miſrepreſenting 
your proceedings to Presbyteries, particularly ig their Letter vfche- 
Date Febr. 25, To which we Anſwer, 1, 'The Commiſſion. did ap- 
Point a Conference at St. AxdreWs, in order to Union and Peace, 
which was the grant of your deſire for the maine, and if ſome words 
-expreſiing their appointment, did makeyou ſlight the offer, ic would 
.appear ye have not had mind to thething ir ſelf, 2,. That the Com- 
. miſſion-did miſrepreſent your proceedings is more thencanbe proved, 
as t0 the paſſage of their Letter pitched upon, weanſwer, 1. If the 
- Conference appointed by the Commiſſion was not lighted by you, 
;then whoſe defaulc was-it.that itwas not keeped ? 2. That thoſe of 
your number was not adviſed wich,in drawing up of the Commiſſions: 
Anſwer, will not be thought ſtrange unto thoſe who know: ye ad+ 
.viſed with none of our Judgement whenye did draw up your demand, 
though there was ſeveralls preſent ,. mediating with you fot Peace. 3. 
Fhat ſome ar leaſt of your previous defires were refuſed by the Con. 
miſſion, will be thought as little ſtrange unto thoſe who knew -what 
ye did delice,viz.that the Commiſlion ſhould uncommiſſionat them-- 
&lves by a Publick Declaration, that they ſhould AR. nothing as a 
EE RN | SET Commiſion, 
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Commiſion, during the Conference, though'the' neceſſity oF Wy 
Church ſhould never ſo much require'it. Ahd how' could wes #561 

- -alledge imagine, that the refuſing of this defire would marre the g60& 3 
of the Conference, except we had firft- imagined that your proponins. W- 

of ſuch a previous deſire,did argrethar yeititended no food'at. all, + 

' inorderto the Churches Peace, ſhould'be reapeFby the Conference. 4 

Laſtly, ye profeſle your ſelves greatly ſtuwbled at the Faſts and* Hu -: 
miliations appointed by the Commiſtion from time to'time, and-that. + 

becauſe the Cauſes thereof are General and anibiguous*For Anfiver,r, 

If we were to'ſhew: w_ you all-whetewith we are diſſatisfied itfyorr | 
way,” we conceive we have greater reaſon to be diſſatisfied with your 
ſelves, but our4ntent being mainly herein to clear -our ſelves, we 
ſhal only-Propone this' Queſtion, If ever ye read in any Church Story, 
in any ageof the Church, that- when difference of Judgement did 
fall out'among Prime and Eminent'Church: members, that ever tlie - 
oneParty being the fewer, a nd no Church Judicatorie, did take up- ©: 
on them+to turn overthie one ſide-of the Conttoverſieinto Cauſes 'of 
Gods Wrath uponthe Church, and by the Sole*Authority of Church '! 
Seffions, hold them forth to Congregations to be*mournetl *for'at | 
SolemivFaſts, and thisall before the Rent did-turn-remedileſle , yer. 
andwhile the ſame Party is pretending unto Peace, and-charging the * 
other with ſlighting all Overtures for Union: and+ healing fo often / 
Propounded, and ſo muth - purſued - by themſelves. 2. IF - 
ye had inſtanced any of cheſe Cauſes of our late Faſts, which | 
are either ambiguous or generall, we ſhould have anſwered ; But 

| ſureweare, it isan unjuſt charge : mo Canfes carr be more clear; 'nor / 
needeth to be more particular nor the- Cauſes 'of the very laſt Faſt . 
are, a$is obvious unto any who without prejudice will peruſe them. | 
But we gatber from that which followerh 'in/yours , 'what it 15s ye MW 
mifſe moſt in theſe Cauſes, viz. That we do' not acknowledge z Wl x: 
Land-deſtroying guiltineſſe in the Publike Reſolttfions.- It ſeemeth MF. 
ney hint at-this , while ye ſay ,-ye do finde in Gods ordinary -M*, 
way of dealing with his People, that there hath nſually- been ſome M7; 
publick-fins and breaches of Covenant preceeding- ſuch fad.judge- WM 
mefits.- For Anſwer: -1. We are deceived if we have nor: found WM © 

the tontrary , P/al. 44. The People of God are put yno ſhame, Mi 

Siyvenas Theep' appointed for meat , ſcattered among the heathen, how 

epwere broken in the places of Dragons , their bellies mad®' to- | 
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paratew ithout any reaſon, upon meer gainſtandinf of minde;firſteftonhy 

ſome Ordinancesin the hands only of ſome: and ne#fin'the hinds-of.: 
others, that ſo in progreſle of time-they may caſt at-al::Ordinancs;; 
We do verily believe fo much is not intended by chem,- but. fo far. as? 
we can judge; the Spirit ſtirring inthe rimes divethat no leffe.” and: 
this is a thing which neither we nor ye ought.to think lightly of, farre:! 
lefſe do any thing by Word or Writ: which:may. ſtrengthen: peoples; 
hands,, or.encourage them in ſuch a way. | /4.: Ye miſtake. while -ye: 
affirme all-che prophane inthe Land do join with us; We: know in1 
ſome places that ſeveralls of the: moſt prophane-have ſeparated. from 
us, and gone to hear ſome of your Judgement -at thoſe dyes, -and4 
that only becauſe they conceived ſuch a way would-be acceptable to: 
ſome whom they have dependance upon::. If ge knew tlie men, we: 
conceive ye would not.think us uncharicable, though we ſaid it was: 
nothing of conſcience-which moved them, 5. Though: many: pres; 
phane men ſliould jayrin our Faſts (as they uſually did in,years bys! 
paſt countenapice all ſudtEaſts as were appointed by Publick Judicato-: 
ries) yet thereis'no reproach to us, nor the way of Ged which we main+1 
tain (the contrary to which ye ſeeme.to infinuate) ye know by whom: 
the ſame hath been objected as a mattes of reproach againſt che Pres-- 
byterian way; and how ye-your ſelves have ofcen anſwered iv. 

That the riſe of your Writing is from love to us ,: and not from =: 
purpoſe to render us odious, we ſhall not Queſtion, only we ſtumble: 
much chat doubles-of yours were ſpread unto others before it.came to- 
eur hands: what hath been the purpoſe of thoſe who did-ſo we can-! 
ode well imagine.” As for the matter of. your, exhoreation, that 'we' 
ſhould quite the Publick Reſolutions, ye 'have- ovr Anſwer to it in- 
what is already Written: Only your method ſtumbleth us not a+ 
httle, that the quyting of our Judgement inthoſe is required as pre-? 
vious to our joyning with you, if ye hold this as neceſfarily' previous 
to:0ur Union we deſireto know z. ſarely if.ſo, yeare nor .ſo cordialli 
for Union as ſome of you pretend. Po Tung 
+ And naw ſince-we.have ſpoken our heart freely'unto-you in anſwer! 
ts yours,. wherein we-preſume ye will finde that we have obeyed. at: 
haſtyvur laſt defire, having Wricten. nothing which may evidence: 

nrpurting of a hard conitruQion upon your intentions; orupon any 
be: your words or expreſſions, which'may ſeem harſh, we have only! 


jnered ro the warter held forth by chem; we ſhal.not take upon us; 
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ber of that wa terein ye have walked this "tinie 'Þy- 
Mecrat! Aſſemblie having ſpoken ſo much to, that purpoſe, 
dowerhear, 'we conceive neither will ye hear us. Only 
all due refpe& take the boldneſfe” tro propound unto 


+ againſt the Aflembly at S. eL-drews gives us ground to imaging”. 
{ thus: forthere do ye decline that Aſſembly, becavſe the moſt emi 


nent men of our Church was not caſten by as ſcandalsus, though -no« 
ching either was orcoull be alledged againſt them, but their acceſſi- 
on to the Publike Reſolutions; If ye-ſo judge ſtill, 'we'cannot um- 
derſtand'how ye minde peace. 399-5 SS] 
" Que vr. 3. Doyereally think it unlawfull to joine ſnafiAſſems 
bly made up for the moſt part of theſe who aed in, and approved of - 
the late Aſſembly at D#»aee, as your fift Reaſon againſt chooſing 
Commiſſioners to the late Aſſembly at Edinb-rgh doth expreſſes? 1f 
thus ye judge, then you muſt decline not only che Generall Afﬀſem< - 
. - Blies, bur all Synods and Preſbyteries : yea, and ſhake off your Mi- 
8 nilters alſo, if chey be not of your judgement, as continuing ins : 
"_ <ourle which'you think defeAton andthe main<cauſe of GODS. 
X-- bg 1 % x -$ : bg 4 How. 4 
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ys in the publike Acknowledgment of uncontroverteÞMilcinieſle ; 


and that only becauſe we cannot go over our light, to acknowledge 
that for a fin which we doeſteem to have been a duty?; We defire to-.. 


know any paſſage of Scripture, warranding. a- feparation” from ſucli 
a neceſlary duty for that.only cauſe, Sap vs 
Que sT. 5. Secing ye do ſo much cry ont againſt us, for retar- 


ding the work of Purging, howyis.it ye do riot cordially join and ex- 


cite iO the cenſuring of erroneous Miniſters, who bave avowedly 


ſpic upon cheic Mothers face, and are daily ſtirring up others t6- 


" do the like 2. . 


- Que 57. 6, How isit- ſome Miniſters of your judgement take- 
upon them to intimate Falts, read forth Cauſes of Wrath unto the- 


people to be humbled. for, appoint parcicular diets for going about 


this work; and this all veithourt the Authority of any Church Judi- | 


c6atoftie, no not ſo much as of their own Seſſions ? if this-were done 
by others, it would ſeem ſomewhat Prelaticall like, | 
. -QuEsr..7. How is it ſome of your judgment take upon them to 


debarre from the Lords Table; the third part or half the number of 


their Church-members come.co'age2 This ſeemeth unto! us a great 
ep towards ſeparation. - Oe s 2 USA 


Que $T. $; We delireto know wliat are theſe poſitive Ggnes of 


Fealirepentance, which yerequire. ifithoſe who. are to be received, 
- afterfeandall, untothe fellowſhip ofithe Church? and why the ſame 


ey age be required in che admiſſion of Churchemembess 2 


'Quzsr. 9. Howjgirche praRiſe of many of your number to caſt: 


"our-of Sefliong, under. one-pretence or.orher, all thoſe almoſt who- 
- _ are of our jutigment-? and yer cry our {o.much againſt the. Act of the- 

- late Aſſembly, ordaining not thoſe who differ from us in the mar-: 
ter of Publike Reſolutions :- but ohly ſuch as. adbere to. the Proteſia- 


© Hon-againſt rhe Adſemblies ro. be laid alide only, from voicing in. . 
J : aſt our of Church-' 7 


| .. Pre yreries and Synods ,. bur not at: all. to. be caſt 


8: 


F- ©, =; Quysr; 10. What warrand or approven precedent in this- or any, 


Reformeil Kirk'can you fliow for your admitting. Ruling Elders and 
ear Becſons in your Publick meetings to pray publickly among fo; 


How upon no other gronnd, but your own decli- 


Nature, 
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..QussT., 4. How 1sit many of you neon refuſe t&goin with: .- 
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alſo decline-uponyounewn or the hike reaſons? - 134 
. QuesT, 12. How can you pretend te Abe vertye cf the Com- 


S 


miſſion 1650. which you neither havey nor ever had at any of your 


| Meetings 2: Have you made-up to yourſelves the whole power,mem- | 
: bers, 2 or um, and date of that Commiſſion'by your own memories - n 

and affertions. | . | dh 171 | 
Y - Qus'sT. 13. Ordo you afſumeto yovr ſelves-the power of the 


Commiſlion of the Aſſemblie 1649. which you have in Print, - ber 
eanſe you have not the Commiſſion 1650. and willhaye it belgeved 
WM from your own teſtimonies, that the power of both is- one and the®” 
famein Termins? which yet will not be found true, | and you Catmot 

buc know, that the Members and 2#0r,m arc not the ſame in both,.” 

: QuzasT. 14 Butif youhave an authentick _gxtra&t of the Com- 

miſſion 1550,. Since pretendins to that Aurhority you Act Þ grear , 

things, why is not your Commiltion-Printed with the: Acts dyeing 

from. you, by vertue:thefeof that the Authority of it.may be known; 
ſeeing ir-is ſo much queſtioned .in-the Power, 'Members ; 2 z0rum,,. 
andthe. very being ofit? _. _. os 6 34. 55 rd 

*7* Sir, We have proponed thoſe that. by your anſwers-t6 thegy, wg” 

may know what hopes there is of makins up of our wofull Rent. andiage*.y 

(if we might take the boldneſſe to ſpeak a little to ſuch an Eminence” -. 

ſervant of Jeſus Chriſt as ye, whom our conſcience beareth witneſſewg®: : 

-we reſpet and honour mich inthe Lord ) We would humbiy-obrefln” 

you, If there be any conſolationsin Chriſt, if any comfort of love87?* * 

if any fellowſhip of the Spirig, if arty bowels ad mercies, ye wabld * + 

imploy the great power, which we linow ye defervedly haye dmongt'.; + 

theſe of your Judgement, _ to make them incline to wayes of Peace: 
and healing. Do we-nor yet ſee that our Church is detiro 
- Authoritie of Chriſts Courts almoſt mortally wounded 2;Hath | 

Unite in times bypaſt- been this Churches praiſe, chat; whi 
made our Government lovelie- unto Forraiga Churches#; And 
this breach turn irrepareable under our hands > Conf we j5 
you;ſeriouſlie how improbable it is that oyr Union ſhalt begit 
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.. oppoſed as defei 0;'Þ mu 
'ry duty by us. If this y the Method refeoig 
*..s there of attaining Peace and Union ? Fo 
| Cecocening et thoſe ? May we askehy 
 dnro your:minde, by all your pains raken & 
Laine wEto.gurs? Or whendo yes expeAth 
7 Men in'chis Church ſhall be gen thoſe? Ah lo D whit Þ 
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ſe thust to ſtrive? > 
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